





SIXTY-FOURTH SESSIONS

OF THE

PRESBITERY OF FATETTEVILLD.
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Presbytery met, at St. Paul’s church, in the County of Robeson, and
State of North Carolina, on Thursday, the 3d of April, 1845, at 12 o’clock,
M., according to adjournment.

A sermon was delivered, by The Rev’d Hector McNeill, the Moderator
of Presbytery, from Ezek. xxxiii. 6: “But, if the watchman see the sword
come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned, if the sword
come and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his ini-
quity; but his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand.”

Opened with prayer.

PRESENT,

The Rev’d Messrs. John Mclntyre, Colin Melver, Samuel Paisley, Wil-
liam Brobston, William N. Peacock, Adam Gilchrist, Hector McLean, E-
vander McNair, Heetor McNeill, Arch’d Smith, Malcom Conoley, Arch’d
Baker, Hugh A. Munroe, Neill McKay, and Colin Shaw; with Messrs.
Arch’d Graham, Alex’r Leach, Normand Ferguson, William McCallum,
George McNeill, John McGougan, Joel Williams, Alex’r Ray, John Me-
Cann, Daniel C. Stewart, Henry Elliot, James Kerr, William N. Whited,
and Alex’r D. McLean, Ruling-Elders.

ABSENT,

The Rev’d Messrs. Robert Tate, Simeon Colton, John R. McIntosh,
Hugh MeLaurin, and William W. Eells.

The Rev'd Arch’d Baker was chosen Moderator; and Mr. Alex’r D.
McLean was appointed Clerk. ;

The Minutes of the last Stated Sessions of Presbytery were read.

Mr. William McCallum was appointed to collect the Commissioners’ fund.

Mr. Daniel C. Stewart was appointed, to collect the Contingent fund.

The Rev'd Arch’d Smith and Mr. John McGougan were appointed a
committee of supplies.

The Sessional records being called for, it appeared, that the records of
the Sessions of the churches of Union and Euphronia, of Fayetteville, of
Antioch, of the Bluff; of Bethesda, of the Grove, of Sardis and Tirza, of
Black-river and Beth-car, of St. Paul’s and Bethel, of Mineral Spring and
Ben-salem, of Rockfish Factory, and of Centre, were ready for Presbyte-
rial inspection. Whereupon, the said records were referred, for exami-
nation, to the following committees respectively; viz: the records of the
Sessions of the churches of Union and Euphronia, to The Rev’d Colin
Shaw and Mr. Henry Elliot; of Fayetteville, to The Revd Hugh A.
Munroe and Mr. William N. Whited; of Antioch, to The Rev’d Messrs.
MecNair and MeNeill; of the Bluff; to The Rev’d Hector McLean and M.
John MeCann; of Bethesda, to The Rev’d William N. Peacock and Mr.
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Joel Williams; of the Grove, to The Revd Sammel Patsleyr and M= Wil
liam McCallum; of Sardis and Tirza, to The Rev'd Maloses Conules and
Mr. James Kerr; of Black-river and Beth-car, to The Bev'd Adum Gil-
christ 'and Mr. Dariel C. Stewart; of St. Paul's and Bethel to The Rew'd
John R. McIntosh and Mr. Kenneth McDonald; of Mineral Spring and
Ben-saler, to The Rev’d Colin McIver and Mr. John McCann; of Rock-
fish Factory, to The Rev'd Arch’d Smith and Mr. John McCann; and of
Centre, to The Rev'd Messrs. MeLean and McLaurin: and these several
committees were directed to malke reports on the records referred to them
respectively, during the present Sessions.

Application was made, in behalf of The Rev'd William W. Eells, for a
dismission from this Preshytery, and a recommendation to the Presbytery
of Baltimore. After considerable discussion, a motion, for granting to Mr.
Eells the desived dismission and recommendation, was adopled; and Mr.
Hells was then dismissed, from this Presbytery; and recommended to the
Preshytery of Baliimore, as a Minister of the Gospel, in goed and regular
standing,

Notice was then given, by The Rev’d Arch’d Smith, on his own behalf,
and on hehalf of those who may concur with him, that he desired to re-
serve, to himself and to them, the privilege of entering a Dissent, or Pro-
test, against the vote last taken, should it, by him or them, be thought ex-
pedient,

Adjourned, to meet, at this place, on to-morrow, at 10 o’clock, A. M.
Closed with prayer.
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TRIDAY, 4th April, 1845.

Preshytery met, according to adjournment. Present as above. Open-
éd with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

A communication was received from the Session of the Church of Buf.
faloe, informing Preshytery, that they had fulfilled their engagements to
The Rev'd Samuel Paisley, in reference to his temporal support; and en.
closing a veceipt in full, from Mr, Paisley, as the evidence of their having
fulfilled those engagements, Whereupon, it wag Resolved, that the Pasto-
ral relation heretofore cxisting between the Churely of Buffaloe and The
Rev’d Samuel Paisley be, and it is hereby dissolved; and the said congre-
gation is, accordingly, herely deciared vacant. i

A reference, from the Session of Rocldish church, including a Memori-
al, praying this Presbytery to hold an extra meeting in said church, for the
purpese of adjudicating an important and delicate judicial case, was re-
ceived; and, being read, was referred to The Rev'd Messrs. Melver, Gil-
christ, and McKay, with direction to report thereon, as.soon as practicable.

The committee appointed, at the last Biated Sessions, to carry into ef:
foet the resolution of this Preshytery, vespecting the printing of the Minutes
of this body, in pamphlet form, exhibited their report; which, being read,
was adopted; and is as follows; viz:

«The committee, to whom was intrusted, the superintendence of the
printing of the Minutes of Presbytery, respectfully report, that they have
performed the duty assigned them; and that the Preshytery are, in conse-
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quence, indebted to Mr. Edward J. Hale, in the sum of Forty-three Dol-
lars, viz:

“For printing 300 copies of the Minutes, 14 pages, $16 and
“Tor printing 500 copies of the Report on Davidson Col-
lege, 20 pages, 27
H43

“They would likewise suggest to Presbytery, the propriety of remuner-
ating our Stated Clerk, for his extra trouble, in preparing a copy of the
Minutes for the press; and would name Five Dollass, as a not inadequate
compensation for his services.

“Respectfully submitted.
(Signed.) “ADAM GILCHRIST, Chairman.”

The committees which had been appointed, at the last Stated Sessions,
to install The Rev’d Hector McLean, as the Pastorof the Church of Phil-
adelphus, The Rev’d Evander McNair, as the Pastor of the United chureh-
es of the Bluff and China Grove, and The Rev’d Neill McKay, as the Pas.
tor of the Church of Sardis, severally reported, that the duties which had
been assigned to them respectively, had been duly discharged.

The Rev’d Colin Shaw, who had, at the last S'ated Scssions, made ap-
plication to be released from the Pastoral charge of the church of Black-
river, informed Presbytery, that the ground of said application had been
removed, by his people; and that, therefore, he considered it his duty to
ask permission to withdraw the said application. Whereupon, permission
was granted; and accordingly, it is hereby declared, that the Pastoral re-
lation heretofore existing between The Rev'd Colin Shaw and the church
of Black-river, continue undistarbed. 3

The Rev’d Evander MeNair made a report in reference to Mr. Jen-
kins, which was received, as satisfactory.

The sevéral committees, to whom the records of Church Sessions had
been referred, reported, that the bocks respectively referred to them had
been kept with care; and recommended, that they be approved; which
was accordingly done.

The Rev'd Messrs. John R. McIntosh and Hugh MecLaurin appeared
in Preshytery; and having assigned satisfactory reasons for the lateness of
their appearance, took their seats.

Mr. Arch’d B. MeFadyen, a Ruling-Elder from Long-street church,
Mr. Kenneth McDonald, & Ruling-Elder from the Mineral Spring church,
and Mr. Rohert W. Gibbs, 2 Ruling-Elder from the church of Wilming-
ton, severally appeared in Preshytery, and took their seats as members.

The Rev'd James O. Stedman, a member of the Presbytery of North
Alabama, being present, was invited to sit, with this Presbytery, as a cor-
responding member.

A free conversation, on the state of religion, was made the order of the
day, for this afiernoon, at 3 o’clock.

A memorial from sundry individuals in the County of Bladen, was pre-
sented, praying to be organized into a Preshyterian church. Resolved,
that the prayer of said Memorial be granted; and that The Rev’d Messrs.
MeNair, Brobston, and Munroe, together with Messrs. William N, Whited
and John Beatty, be, and they are hereby appointed a Cominittee to carry
the wishes of the said memorialists into effect. ' ;
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The following minute was submitted; and, being read, was adopted; viz:

Whereas it is believed, that there is a large territory within our bounds
destitute of the means of grace; and where those who are friendly to Pres-
byterianism are deprived of the ministrations which they prefer; and as
such facts constitute a call upon us for labours; and inasmuch as serutiny
into the condition of the separate parts of the field seems to be required,
before we can occupy any particular part, to permanent advantage: There-
fore, Resolved,

1. 'That this Preshytery take measures to ascertain the actual condition
of ils unoccupied territory.

2. As the means of carrying the above resolution into effect, that the
Chairman of our Corresponding Executive Committee on Missions be di-
rected to invite and open a correspondence with any persons who may be
qualified to give the desired information.

3. "Fhat the portion of Presbytery who are Ministers, agree to devote,
each one Sabbath, hetween the close of this Presbytery and the next, in
preaching in such destitute places as may contain a population to whom
their labours may be acceptable; and that as much as practicable of the
week preceding or following the time of preaching, be spent in going from
house to house; and that every Minister be required, at each meeting of
Presbytery, to report, how far he has complied with this resolution.

4. And as counsel and associate labour have been found beneficial in
the experience of other Presbyteries; and is, moreover, in accordance with
the Apostolic nsage, that two ministers, if practicable, be always connect-
ed, in these tours of visiting and preaching.

The resolution adopted by this Preshytery, at its last Stated Sessions, in
reference to the printing of the Minutes in pamphlet form, in so far as it
contemplated a permanent arrangement, was repealed; and it was resolved,
that Preshytery, hereafter, determine, at the close of each Semi-Annual
Sessions, whether the minutes be printed at all; and, if printed, in what
form. y )

The congregation of Ash-pole having failed to appear, by their Com-
missioner, agreeably to citation, to shew cause why their Pastoral relation
to The Revid Arch’d Baker should not be dissolved, Presbytery granted
the prayer of Mr. Baker’s petition for a release from the said Pastoral
charge; and accordingly, the Pastoral relation heretofore existing between
The Rev’d Arch’d Baker, and the congregation of Ashpole, is hereby dis-
solved; and the said congregation is hereby declared vacant.

The Rev’d Samuel Paisley, being calied on to say, whether he had at-
tended, at Tirza Church, to preside over the Session thereof, in a case of
discipline committed to the said Session for adjudication, reported, that he
had attended, at Tirza Church, for the purpose; but did not find matters in
readiness for proceeding to the case in hand. It appearing, from the
gtatements of the representatives of said Session, and others, that the no-
tice of Mr. Paisley’s approach had not been seasonably received, a motion
was made to renew the appointment. This motion was immediately fol-
Jowed by another motion, for an indefinite postponement of the whole sub-
ject.  After considerable discussion, embracing the consideration of a va-
riety of points of Chureh Order and Polity, which were supposed to be
connected with this case of discipline, this last motion was withdrawn; and
the following substitute was adopted; viz:
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From facts produced, touching the character and Ecclesiastical standing
of Dr. John McKay, and he, not having attached himself to any Presbyte-
rian Church, within twelve months after the dissolution of the Averasho-
rough Church, as he was directed by Presbytery to do: Therefore,

Resolved, That this Presbytery now say to him, and to the world, that
we do not consider him in regular standing in our church;—that he is
hereby deprived of the privileges thereof; and that the case be, and here-
by is dismissed.

The Rev’d Neill McKay and Mr. William McCallum, were appointed,
as Commissioners to represent this Presbytery, in the next General As-
sembly of the Preshyterian Church; and The Rev’d Adam Gilchrist and
Mr. William N. Whited were appointed their alternates,

Mr. Neill McDonald, a candidate for the Gospel Ministry under the
care of this Preshytery, produced an Exegesis and a Critical exercise, on
the subjects assigned to him by Presbytery; and these performances were
referred to The Rev'd Messrs, McLean and McKay, with direction to re-
port thereon, with all practicable expedition.

The Rev’d Messrs. McIntosh, McLaurin, Conoley and Gilchrist, were
appointed a committee to examine Mr. Neill McDonald, on his literary
aftainments, this evening; and make report thereon, on to-morrow.

The free conversation on the state of religion, which was made the or-
der of the day, for this afternoon, at 3 o’clock, was postponed, until to-
morrow, at 10 o’clock, A. M.

The following resolution was submitted; and being read, was adopted,
viz:

Resolved, That, when, hereafler, any Church Session, entitled to a re-
presentation in this Preshytery, shall fail to send a Ruling-Elder to repre-
sent them in any of the meetings of this hody, such Church Session shall
be called on to assign the reasons of their neglect of duty, as in the case
of ministers who have been absent from Presbytery.

Adjourned, to meet, at this place, on to-morrow, at 9 o’clock, A. M.
Closed with prayer.
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s SATURDAY, 5th April, 1845.

Presbytery met, according to adjournment. Present as above. Open-
ed with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The committee to whom the Exegesis and Critical exercise of Mr, Mec-
Donald had been referred, reported; and recommended, that the said pro-
ductions he sustained, as parts of trial, which was accordingly done.

The committee who had been appointed to examine Mr. McDonald on
his literary attainments, reported; and recommended, that the said exami-
nation be sustained, which was accordingly done.

A letter was received from Mr. Arch’d Currie, a candidate for the Gos.
pel Ministry, under the care of this Preshytery, now prosecuting his studies
in the Union Theological Seminary, giving an aceount of the manner in
which his time has been occupied, since he has' bheen in that institution;
stating, that he has been under the ‘necessity of spending a part of his
time in school-keeping, for the purpose of enabling him to defray his ne-
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cossary expenses in the Semsinary, and asking advice, 4s to the time of his
turther continuance in the prosecution of his Theological studies. Whexre«
upon, 1t was

Resolved, That the course heretofore pursued by Mr. Currie, be, and it
hereby is approved; and that, as to the future progress of his studies, Pres-
bytery advise him, to take counsel, on that subject, from the Professors of
the Seminary, and to be governed thereby.

Application was made, in behalf of Mr. Peter McNab, a Licentiate, for
a dismission from this Presbytery, for the purpose of placing himself under
the care of the Preshytery of East Alabama. Whereupon,

Resolved, That this request be granted; and Mr. McNab is hereby dis-
missed from this Preshytery, and affectionately recommended to the Pres.
bytery of Bast Alabama, as a Licentiate, in good standing.

The Rev'd Simeon Colton appeared in Preshytery; and having assigned
a satisfactory reason for his absence from the former part of the present
Sessions, took his seat.

Agrecably to the order of the day, Preshytery now entered into a free
conversation on the state of religion within -its bounds; and The Revd
Messrs, Smith and McLaurin were appointed a commitiee fo take notes
during the conversation; aud to prepare a connected summary of the in-
formation thus collected, as soon as practicable. |

During the free conversation which was held on the state of religion,
The Rev’d Evander McNair, and Mr. Henry Elliot, each, gave a very
interesting statement, concerning the religious instruction of the coloured
population, in the churches of Long-street and Sardis.”. - Whereupon,

Resolved, That these hrethren be, and they hereby are requested, to

prepare a report, in writing, of these labours of love, and their results, to,

be forwarded, by our Commissioners, to the General Assembly.

Whereas, the Synod of North Carolina, at its last Stated Sessions, ap-
pointed a committee to promote the more extensive circulation of the
works issued by the Presbyterian Board of Publication; which committee
is known and designated as the committee of Colportage; and whereas
this Presbytery highly approve of this measure; Therefore,

Resolved, That all the members of this Preshytery be directed to make
early and suitable exertions, by promoting collections and procuring dona-
tions and subscriptions, to aid the operations of the said committee; and to
transmit such funds as they may obtain for promoting this object, to Mr.
George MeNeill of Fayetteville, Treasurer of the said Committee, with
all practicable expedition. :

The committee to whom the Reference and Memorial from the ‘Session
of Rockfish Church had been referred, reported, that, in their judgment,
an extra meeting of this Preshytery, for the. purpose stated in the said do-
cuinent, could not be held, without great inconvenience; and that such an
appointment, would, therefore, be inexpedient. In this view of the sub-
ject, Preshytery concurred; and it was, therefore, Resolved, That 1t,]:)e,
‘and it hereby is recommended to the said Session,—should they still think
it most desirable that a superior judicatory should first try the judicial case
alluded to in the said document,—that they refer the said case to this Pres-
bytery; and cause the parties thereto, to be in readiness for issuing the
said case, at the next Stated Sessions of this Presbytery.
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Me, Murdoch Murphy, & Ruling.Elder from Centre Church, and Mr,
Daniel A. Graham, a Ruling-Elder from Bethel Church, appeared in
Preshytery; and took their seats, as membenrs,

The commiitee appointed, at the last Stated Sessions, to take into con.
sideration the subject of the religious instruction of the coloured popula-
tion, informed Preshytery, that they were unprepared to report. Where-
upon, the said committee were directed to. make report on the subject re-
ferred to them, at the next Stated Sessions of this Presbytery; and The
Rev’d Neill McKay was appointed Chairman of the said committee.

The committee of supplies exhibited their report; which, being read,
was adopted; and is as foilows; viz:

“The committee of supplies respectfully recommend to Presbytery, the
adoption of the following appointments, for the supply of the destitute; viz:

“The Rev'd William N. Peacock, to preach at Dr. McLeod’s, in Mont-
gomery, 1 Sabbath; and at Pee Dee Chapel, 1 Sabbath:

“The Rev’d Hector McLean, to supply Lumberton, 1 Sabbath:

“The Rev’d Evander McNair, to preach in the County of Sampson, 1
Sabbath; and in the County of Johnston, 1 Sabbath:

“The Rev’d Colin Shaw, to preach in the County of Onslow, 1 Sabbath:

“Mi, Duncan Black, to supply the Grove Church, 1 Sabbath; and Keith
Church, 1 Sabhath:

“The Rev’d Robert Tate, to supply the Church of Hopewell, 1 Sabbath:

“The Rev’d William Brobston, to supply the village of Lisbon, 2 Sab-
baths:

“The Rev'd Arch’d Smith, to preach at McPherson’s, in Richmond
County, 2 Sabbhaths:

“The Rev'd Hugh A. Munroe, to supply Whitesville, 1 Sabbath:

“The Rev'd Neill McKay, to supply Cypress Church, 2 Sabbaths: and

“The Rev'd Hugh McLaurin, to preach at Naked Creek, 2 Sabbaths.

“The above appointments to be fulfilled, before the next Stated Sessions
of this Presbytery, at such times as may be most convenient for the per-
sons appoinied; and the following appointments, at the Church of Sardis,
during the absence of the Pastor of that Church, while in attendance on
the General Assembly, as our Commissioner; viz:

“The Rev'd Adam Gilchrist, 1 Sabbath:
“T'he Rev’d Evander McNair, 1 Sabbath: and
“The Rev’d Simeon Colton, 1 Sabbath.
“Respectfully submitted.
A 1
(Signed,) - ‘?(l){g[t{l %c%%lggAN’ % Committee.”

The Rev’d Messrs. Neill McKay and Evander McNair; and Messrs,
Henry Elliot, John McCatin, Joel Williams, and Alex’r D. McLean, ob-
tained leave of absence, during the remaining part of the present Sessions.

Mr. Daniel A. Graham was appointed Temporary Clerk, in the room
of Mr. Alex’r D. McLean, who obtained leave of absence. :

The collectors of the Contingent and Commissioners’ funds reported
that they had discharged the duties assigned to them; and the money they
had collected, was, by order of Preshytery, placed in the hands of Mr,
George McNeill, to be, by him, delivered to the Treasurer of Presbytery.

The complaint of The Rev’d Arai’d MecQueen to the General Assem.
bly, against this Preshytery, for retusing to grant the prayer of his Memo-
rial, was produced; and Presbytery was, at the same time, informed, that
it was Mr, McQueen’s wish, to have the privilege of subjecting it to some:
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modifications, before sending it to the General Assembly. This privilege
was granted; the reading of the complaint was dispensed with; and the
duty of such response thereto as may be deemed necessary, was confided
to the Commissioners,

The Stated Clerk was directed to write to those Churches who have
not paid their respective portions of the Commissioners’ fund, and request
them to forward their respective_arrearages, with all practicable expedi.
tion, to the Treasurer of Preshytery:—and- also, to ascertain, if possible,
what Churches have been delinquent, in paying the assessments laid on
them, for the support of The Rev'd Hugh A. Munroe, while labouring, as
the Domestic Missionary of this Preshytery; and urge them to make early
payment of the arrearages that are due, into the hands of the 'reasurer,
that he may be enabled to settle with our Missionary, as soon as possible,

Whereas the Synod of North Carolina, at its last Stated Sessions, has
recommended to all the Preshyteries of which it is composed, a uniform
course of action, in-relation to Domestic Missions; and whereas this Pres-
bytery do agree with the said Synod, in considering it as very desirable,
that the whole Church should unite in one system of operations, in refer-
ence to this interesting work, therefore,

Resolved, That the foliowing plan, as recommended by the said Synod,
be adepted by this Preshytery; viz:

1. That this Preshytery doth hereby renewedly declare itself directly
auxiliary to the General Assembly’s Board of Missions.

2. 'T'hat our standing, corresponding, executive committee of Domestic
Missions be, and they hereby are authorised, as their opportunities and
meang may, from time to time permit, to recommend Missionaries; desig-
nate their fields of labour; receive funds for their support; suggest the
amount to be paid to each; and report, Annually, their doings, to this Pres-
bytery, and to the Board. :

3. That the Assembly’s Board issue all Commissions, and draw up-
on the Treasurer of this Presbytery for such sums of money as may have
been stipulated for the support of the Missionaries employed, so far as the
Missionary funds in the hands of the Treasurer of this Presbytery will ad-
mit; it being understood, that any deficiency which may exist in the Mis.
sionary fund of this Presbytery, for the support of Missionaries employed
within our own bounds, is to he supplied by the said Board; and that,
should there be, at any time, in our Missionary fund, a surplus over and
ahove what may be due to the Missionaries employed, such surplus shall
be deposited in the Treasury of the said Board.

4. That the General Assembly’s Board be respectfully requested, to
send, occasionally, into the bounds of this Preshytery, such Agent as they
may consider necessary, for raising the funds needful, to carry into execu-
tion, their benevolent plans.

5. That it be earnestly recommended to the Churches within the bounds

- of this Presbytery, whenever such an Agent may come, to receive him
cordially. i

6. That The Rev'd Adam Gilchrist be, and he hereby is appointed a
Domestic Missionary Agent, for this Preshytery, for the purpose of presont.
ing, Annually, to the Churches, the subject of Domestic Missions; which
he is to do, either personally, or by correspondence with the Pastors and
Sessions, as he may find most convenient; and to urge upon the several
Churchos, the duty of giving to this cause, their liberal support.

7. That the “fissionary Chronicle” be recommiended, as well worthy
of the patronage of our Churches.
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Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recommended, to the Correspond-
ing Executive Committes on Missions, to confer, whenever it may be
practicable, with the Licentiates of this Presbytery; and, if possible, find
employment for them, within our own hounds,

In obedience to the injunction of the Synod of North Carclina, Pres-
bytery proceeded to the choice of an Agent for Foreign Missions within
its bounds; and The Rev’d Arch’d Smith was duly chosen, for this purpose.
The duty of this Agent, as prescribed by the said Synod, is, to atiend to
this subject, within the bounds of the Preshytery, by correspondence and
personal interviews with Pastors and others, as be may find practicable,
and all other convenient and suitable means; and to do, especially, what-
soever he can, to cause a yearly contribution to be made to this object, in
every congregation; and to make a written report of his proceedings, to
this Preshytery, at each Spring meeting, and to the Synod, every Fall: it
being understood, that, whatever expense may be incurred, in the prose-
cution of his Ageney, is to be defrayed out of the collections made.

The Rev'd Adam Gilchrist not being prepared to fulfil the appointment
of Preshytery, to preach, on the relation of Baptized children to the
Church, and the daty which the Church owes to them, arising from that
relation, it was -

Resolved, That the same appointment be, and it hereby is, again renew-
ed; to be fulfilled at the next Stated Sessions of Presbytery.

Mr. McDonald delivered a Lecture, and a popular Sermon, on the sub-
jects assigned to him, by Presbytery; both of which were sustained, as
parts of trial, previous to licensure.

Presbytery examined Mr. McDonald, on Theology, natural and reveal-
ed, on Ecclesiastical History, the Sacraments, and Church Government;
and his examination, on all these subjects, was sustained, as parts of trial,
previous to licensure. s

Mr, McDonald, having passed through all his appointed preparatory
trials, with approbation, Presbytery proceeded to license him, to preach
the gospel, in the maaner prescribed in Chapter xiv, Sections vii, and viii,
of the Form of Government of our Church; and the following record of
this transaction, was ordered 1o be made; viz:

“At St, Paul’s Church, on Saturday the 5th day of April, A. D. 1845,
The Preshystery of Fayetteville, having received testimonials in favour of
Mr. Neill McDonald, of his having gone through a regular course of lite-
rature; of his good moral character; and of his being in the commu-
nion of the Church: proceeded to take the usual parts of trial for his licen.
sure: And he having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in lite-
rature; as to hiz experimental acquaintance with religion; and as to his
proficiency in Divinity and other studies; the Presbytery did, and hereby
dou, express their approbation of all these parts of trial: And he having a-
dopted the. Confession of Faith of this Church, and satisfactorily answered
the questions appointed to be put to Candidates to be licensed; the Pres-
bytery did, and hereby do license him, the said Mr. Neill McDonald, to
preach the gospel of Christ, as a Probationer for the Holy Ministry, with.
in the bounds of this Presbytery, or wherever else he shall be orderly
called.”

Ordered, that Mr, Neill McDorald be dily furnished with an authenti-
eated transcript of the foregoing record.

"The Annual reports of the several Church Sessions, exhibiting the num.
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ber of communicants, deaths, dismissions, suspensions, baptisms, and con.
tributions, in their respective congregations, were received; and their con.
tents were ordered to be placed on record; and are as follow; viz: From
the congregations of Rockfish, McPherson’s, Buffaloe, Brown Marsh, South.
river, Lumber-bridge, Bethesda, Mineral Spring, Ben.salem, Shiloh, Union
in Duplin, Ashpole, Mount Pisgah, Hopewell, Keith, Mark’s creek, Beth-
car, Smyrna, Elizabeth-town, Cypress, Six runs, and Rockfish Factory, no
reports were received. From all the other congregations, the statistical
information received, may be found comprehended in the following parti-
culars; viz:

COMMUNICANTS. | BAPTISMS.

Total in communion, since the last l Adults, 38
report, 2319/ Infants, 3 94
Added on examination, &9 ————
On Certificate, 14|l Total of Baptisms, 132

2422 CONTRIBUTIONS.
Died, 47 For Domestic Missions, $149
Dismissed, 32 For Foreign Missions, 406
Suspended, 9 For Education, 20
wemm 88|l For Publication, 7
——|| For Commissioners’ fund, 91
Total now in communion, 2334 | For the Contingent {fund of Presbytery, 26
Total of Contributions, $699

The Stated Clerk produced an Annual Report to the General Assem-
bly; which, being read, was adopted; and from which, it appears, that
Presbytery, at this time, consists of Nineicen Ministers; and have, under
their care, forty-five churches, five licentiates, and six candidates;—that,
on the 24th of August, 1844, they lost, by death, The Rev’d Theophilus
G. Potts; that, on the 19th of October, 1844, they lost, by death, The Rev’d
Allan McDougald; that, on the 6th of November, 1844, they licensed Mr.
Hector MeAllister, to preach the gospel; that, on the 3d of April, 1845,
they dismissed The Rev’d William W, Eells, with a view to a connexion
with the Presbytery of Baltimore; that, on the 4th of April, 1845, they dis.
solved the Pastoral relation of The Rev'd Samuel Paisley, to the congre-
gation of Buffaloe, and declared the said congregation vacant; that, on the
' same day, they received reports, from commiitees appointed at a former
| meeting, announcing, that The Revid Hector McLean was installed, as
the Pastor of the congregation of Philadelphus; that the Rev’d Evander
McNair was installed, as the Pastor of the united congregations of The
Bluff and China Grove; and that The Rev'd Neill McKay was installed,
as the Pastor of the congregation of Sardis;—that, on the same day, they
dissolved the Pastoral relation of The Rev'd Arch'd Baker, to the congre-
gation of Ash-pole, and declared the said congregation vacant; that, on
the 5th of April, 1845, they dismissed Mr. Peter McNab, a Licentiate, to
put himself under the care of the Presbytery of East Alabama; and that,
on the same day, they licensed Mr. Neill McDonald, to preach the gospel.

Ordered, that an authentic ¢opy of the said report, be forwarded to the
next General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church.

The committee appointed to prepare a connected summary of the in-
1 formation received during the free conversation on the state of religion,
! exhihited their draught of said summary; which, being read, was adopted;
and is as follows; viz:

“The Presbytery has, this year, as usual, to speak of a mixed state of
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things;-—of good and cvil mingled together in different degrees,—furnish.
ing occasion, both for humiliation and thanksgiving. :

“We have reason to humble ourselves, for a manifest indifference, in
some parts of our hounds, to the interests of the immorial soul, and to the
things of eternity. That “Idulatry,”-—-“the love of the world,” with its
pleasures and vanities, seems to hold the highest seat in the affections of
many, who appear to “forget God.” Sabbath desecration also prevails,
in sume parts of our bounds;—visiting,—starting to, or returning from
market, on that holy day;—nay, more, spending that emblem of the *rest
that remaincth to the people of God,” at the Grog-shop! ‘And although
these things ure not laid to the charge of any members of our church; yet,
they. furnish cause for mourning; as being in a christian land, yea, in our
beloved country. But, there are other gross immoralities into which some
of our members have fallen, occasioning sore troubles to the church; and,
necessarily causing themselves to be excluded from its privileges. Traly,
we have abundant reason to clothe ourselves in sack-cloth and ashes; and
to fall upon our knees. :

“But, in the midst of deserved wrath, God has remembered mercy. For
his many and precious favours, we liave abundant reason for thanksgiving
and praise, Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound, Where
two have been excluded, twelve have been added to the church. And al-
though none of our churches have enjoyed a great out-pou:ing of the Holy
Spirit, producing what is commonly cailed a revival; yet, God has evident-
ly been with us; and there have been additions to the different churches,
varying from one to fourteen. Two new churches have been organized;
and a committee has been appointed to organize a third, Three installa-
tions have occurred; and two Pastoral relations have been dissolved, In
many of our churches, the good attendance, the increasing congregations,
the close attention, the fixed eye, the anxious countenance, all manifest a
growing interest in the concerns of the immortal soul; and encourage us
to hope for “times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.”

“Some Babbath-schools are discontinued during the Winter, to be re-
sumed in the Spring; but Catechetical and Bible classes are more gene-
rally attended. A few of our churches have neither of these narseries of
piety, and instruction in spiritual things. ;

“Temperance generally prevails, among the members of our church; but,
Alas! not universally, In some churches, this cause is lamentably declining.

“The cause of benevolence, too, varies, in different churches; in some,

increasing; but, in others, decreasing, manifesting a corresponding declen-

sion in piety.

“Two County Bible Societies are regularly sustained; and, in another
County, our Church is making efforts to «circulate the Bible, and also the
Looks of the Board of Publication. A Library, circulating among them,
is exciting a deep interest; increasing their knowledge, deepening their
piety, arousing their conscience, and generally doing great good. O, that
all were thus furnished! But, we are sorry to say, that not only few Li-
braries have been obtained, but also, that the resolutions of Synod, to es-
tablish a Depository of the books of the Board of Publication, and those of
the Presbytery, to establish a Depository of Bibles in Fayetteville, have
not been responded to generally; and our expectations have been disap-
pointed. *O Lord, revive thy work!” However, there are some few
books at command; and two or more colporteurs are expected, soon, to
enter the fisld. May the Lord go with them, and bless their labours!
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“We rejoice, that increased attention is now paid to our coloured popu-
lation,  Some of our churches have provided ample accommodations for
them, that they may aftend, comfortably, at all times, on public worship.
The servant, a8 well as his master, is now considered a part of the Pas.
tor’s charge.. Some of our Ministers divide their labours, on the Sabbath,
equally between the Whites and Blacks,—preaching one sermon to each.
Others preach to, and catechise the Blacks (after Jones’s plan) alternate -
ly. And these efforts have been invariably blest. Their knowledge is
increased; their moral character is improved; and many of their souls are
converted to'God. - Of the additions made to these churches during the
past year,-more than two to ane have been of our coloured population.—
Glory be to God.  For further details, on this subject, the Preshytery
would respectfully refer the Assembly, to the report of Mr. Henry Eliiot,
which is here subjoined.”

Ordered, that an authentic transcript of the preceding. summary, be forwarded to the
next General Asserably of the Presbyterian Church, :

“L'he following is the report of Mr. Henry Elliot, as submitted by him, in writing, a-
greeably to the request of Presbylery; viz: . i

“Soon after T professed religion, I began to feel an interest for the moral training and
religious instruction of my servants, and those around me. At that time, they were not
entirely destitute of all means ol grace. Those of my two brothers and my own (who
are spolen of here, as one fumily,) had a house of Worship built, by their masters, for
their own speeial benefit; and there was also provision made for them, in all the houses
in which their masters usually worshipped. 'Those who professed religion had princi-
pully connuected themsetves with the Methodist Episcopal Church; and were preached
to, by a Minister of that denomination, in their cwn house of worship, once In every
month. The Presbyterian Ministers also divided their labours; and preached, during the
Summer months, two sermons each Sabbath; one to the white, and the other to the col-
oured part of the congregation. 'T'hese means were, in some degree, blest: but their pro-
gress in religious knowledge was not so great as some of us wished. T invited them to
join me in Family Devotion.  They readily accepted the invitation; and often met me, in
my chamber; where we spent, together, many pleasaut, and, T hope, profitable evenings.
Our exercises were, prineipally, rcading and explaining the scriptures, prayer, and smg-
ing. T alsu met them,in their own houses; and led their prayer-meetings. 1 still found
most of those who professod religion, strangers to that faith which purifies the heart, and
overcomes the world; and ach in¢lined to yield to their lusts: but, the greatest diffi-
culty to Qvercqm't_:,wa their intemperate habits; the formation and growth of which, it
wnust be owned, had been chargeable upon myself and other masters, by our furnishing
them with spirits, in order to enable them to perform more labour. Their work was,

- generally, laborious and profitable; most of them had much money; and other facilities
being good, they could; at all times, procure and use as much spirits us they wished. I
then attempted to refonr_!i my oW} and offered, to each adult male, Five doilars, annual-
Iy; and, to each wownan and boy, half that sum, so long as we should be permitted to live
together, if they would abstaitifrom the use of all intoxicating drinks. To my utter as-

“tonishment. butl two fami and not more than two or three persons from other fami-
lies, accepted this This greatly discouraged me; but, knowing the work to be of

v mnée;‘ff‘ﬂiﬁ% ot feel at liberty to abandon it. T then made a renewed at-

tempt, to impress, more deeply, upon their minds, religious truth; and procured a copy of
the Catechism published by ‘'he Rev'd Gharles Colcock Jones; und commenced his sys-

{em of'oral instruction.  Tformed two classes;—one at Sardis Chureh, six miles from my

rosidence; and the other, at my own house. I met the class, at the Church. on Sabbath
mnprnings, at 10 o'clogk, A. M. and continued with them until 2, P. M. The nuniber

of that clags varied, fromn 20 to 40 scholars. The class, at my house, ussembled, at 4

o'clock, P. My and continued together till the close of the evening. This class was

larger, and more punctual i their attendance, than the other; frequently numbering 60

scholurs; of both sexes; and of all ages. The school was always opened with singing
and prayer; in which, at first, T was myself their leader. I then questioned the class
on a Jesson, causing them to stand while reciting, asking and answering all the guestions
mysell, until soine of the elass could gel the answers fixed upon their memories. They
wete, then, Tequired, one after another, to lead the class, uniil all could answer. This




A

15

{
§
i

: SRR NG Ce e
done, T cansed the class to sit down; and attempted to explaiil the lesson to themm, giving:
them the scripture proofs; and then, causing thém to stand up again, Lrequired them 19 ek
repeat, after e, all the seriptare proofs, until their memories could retainthem. = Whest
I discovered that the class was diowsy, (as ig/tbo cumon with then,) if they had béen .
long sitting, I allowed them to take a short véoéss. . It the recitation had been short, I oo g
read a hymn, and cansed them to sing it. 'l‘li%y detizht in that part of -worship; and
generally sing very well.  I'requently, from hali an hour'to an hour ol eur time, is dex
voted to special prayer, for the blessing of Godion our_class.. "This part of otr service is

st b e b

performed by the male members of our class, jbst of whor are Q’J]tﬁz g ';I@f,gﬁ;ixg.pu{bpc 4 ",:_ ;

prayer; and many of them pray to edification.| "I'his is a great reliel to me; inasmuchag ; %

the other dnties are as much as'I am able to perform. =~ % i
ssAbont the time I commenced the systern of instruction here detailed, I consulted i® . |

some of the leaders of the class, touching thepropriety of lorming & Temperance: Asso= “Hd :

ciation.  T'wo or three important men, readily assented; and others agreed fo joits us,
more from @ sense of duty, than from any very strong natural inglination.  Tatonce diss
covercd, that those who were members of the (-B.ghurch, and of the Bible class; felt it theiz — + i
duty to hold together, in every enterprise thatwas calculated to promete the interest of i
either. I immediately wrote two pledges, upon the principle of total abstinence; and gave ¥
them to two of the most active men; and requested them to obtain all the subseribers
they could, by a certain day. The pledge was unpopular; because it bound those why =
aight adopt ity 1o abstain 4rom the use of beersy and.of sweet cider. . Bclhi‘aving,_mg-@fg‘ Rl
could effect my object, without tequiring abstinénce from the use of those articles which
they considered as among the allowable comforts of life, Twodified the pledge, by striking

off, from the list of prolubited beverages, sweet cider, and Persimnion and Spruce beers; . ;
so that abstinence was required, only from all injoxicating' driaksi “Many of the most i ,E
influential men immediately signed the pledge. A mecting was called, on ﬂt_@fi’“ﬁﬂi;bl" |
December 1342:—a constitution and rules were adepted; and officers were elected: and
a sosicty was formed, consisting of 38 members. ‘This society has, sinee, incres !
the number of 96 members; and T have pleasure in saying. that they are, seneral
most active and zealous advocates lor Temperance, I have ever met with. Sin
organization of the society, but two members have been charged with a violation of the
pledge. Both of these came in, at the next wgular meeting;—eonfessed their fauifs’;éa”' g
professed penitence; and begged for restoration: to memibershipgin the society. When the | :
President put the question, I was much astonished, fo hear & almost unanimaus vote, in b |
the negative;—all giving the same reason; which was, ‘that, if the offending members ¥
had not honor enough, to adhere, inviolably, to their pledge, they wel L
bers of the society. I then urose and pleaded their cause with all mya
for a re-consideration of the vote, which had refused their restoration. - My motion pre-
vailed; and the offending members were restored,  There are no white members in the
society, except my wife and mysclf. I act as ecretary, and keep a regular récord of
the proceedings of the society. All other business is transacted by the coloured mem-
bers.  We have four regular meetings within the year; snd at caeh of these meetings,
addresses are commonly delivered, by four or five of the members. Many of them make @ ;
excellent speeches; illustrating every thing by {ilets, and often by {heir own personal ex- 3
pericnce. The influence of the socicty, is more@xtensive than ¥ anticipated. - There are
yet several persons on the plantation, who havénet joined the society; and have strong

‘prejudices against it; who, formerly, were very intemnperate; but whe, now, have not been “

known to use ardent spirits, in their families, within the last two years; and ¥ am iuz LS 5
formed, moreover, that its influenee has reachett my neighbours. . ;

“Thesc means, T humbly hope, God has ap}‘iro_ved. We enjoy his s g{es;‘ =He has & -+ 4 i
prospered us, in our secular pursnits. We havemore time to devate iq?ih service of 3 3
God;—more money fo give to his cause; our sefvants are more godly, mere repular at i {
their business, oftener found in their proper placesi—are humble and obedient, eheerfui
and happy;—not scrving with eye service, as men pleasers, but acting as in the imme-
diate presence of God, whom they have been tanght to know, as a Spirit, who'is every .
where present, taking knowledge of all they de, and will bring them to judgment, even
for every secret thousht. {Br

“Some of my friends, who are also masters, have entertained and expressed some fears
concerniug me, that oo close an associution with coloured people, mizht p:ove to be some
detiment to that dignity, which Lought to maiiitam; and that my influence among them, |
end my authority over them, might be diminished: but, I find, from experience; that tlse
reverse of this is the fact. I am now more esteemed by them, better served, anid more
respeeted, than other masters; and 1 hope and believe, that they yield me this superisy
estoem, service; and respect, from the best of n‘é.-!gvc& §

2 s

%

§ 50 Bl R




1
\
L
9
i
E

‘£

1 have been calléd up, to make this report, in Presbytery, in the presence of many
Ctasters. 1 would say unto you.—Go, and do likewise. ' You are the guurdians, aiot
merely of the temporal hecessities and eqm(orts, but also of the spiritual literests of yuur
. servauts. . God holds you apcountable. ¥ou carinot shake off the responsibility of giv-
ingz your sorvants religious instruetion.” ey ure dependent upon yon; and bave been
Liught 1o look to you, as their spiritual guides.. To you, in u great degree, is committed,
the eave of then souls. God has placed the necessary means of grace in your power,
Use thiem, in an humble dependence upon'God; and you will soon realize the fruit. Leave
not this important business to your Ministers and other Teachers. My Pastor has well
gaid, that T would not entrast the religious instraction of my servants entirely to him and
our Methodist Brothes MeLenan. 1 thank them for what they are doing; and T thank
God for sending them to us; but, I hope, I will ever feel, that they have been sent,—not
1o remove, but to lighten the burdens that God has laid upon me.
. “I should not here neglect to report, that The Rev'd Messrs. Evander McNair and
Neill Mclay have adopted the same system of oral istruction, in their respective
Churches, with good success; and have greatly increased their coloured audiences.
“Respectiully submitted.
(Signed) “HENRY ELLIOT.”
Ordered, that an authentic copy of the preceding report, be forwarded to the next Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.
The following Protest was subinitted; and, being read, was adinitted to record; viz:
. “We, the undersigned, find ourselves constrained to enter our solemn Protest, against
the vote of this Preshytery, by which The Bev'd William W. Eells was dismissed from
this Bedy, and recommended (o the Presbytery of Baltimore, as a Minister of the Gos-
pel i good and regular standing; {or the following reasons; viz:
¢]st. Because the said Rev'd William W. Eells, did, on the floor of the Synod of
North Carolina, utter words, which, in our opinion, furnished evidenice of a very unbe-
coming spirit towards his brethren of this Presbytery; viz: “That Fayetteville Presbytery
was marviege-mad;” and (mn a certain ease of discipline,) “actéd more like tyranis thun
christians,”—with other uncivil and uncharitable expressions. This language is, to us,
rendered more oftensive by the fact, that, at the first introduction of the ““Murriage-
Question” among us, Brother Bells appeared to be as warm and decided in condemning
the ¢onnexion in guestion, as any other of the majority. And, althongh he has had suf-
fisient tinze for reflection, and ample opportumity to make eoncessions, instead thereof,
lie has, to individual members of Presbytery, (if their reports be correct, which we do not
doubt,) continued fo justily his Impropriety,—with this uggravation,—that, when he said
“Presbytory,” he enly weunt an individual member thereof. The undersigned here wish
it digtinetly understood, that we yielddo none in advocating the frecdom of debate, with-
in proper and ehristian limils; especially as we oceasionally indulge ourselyes thereing
-and we could readily forgive, even a faulty excess of such freedom, if the person in-
dulping it, should, on eool reflection, discover any relentings.  We protest,
g #2dly. Because, we consider the dismission and recommendution of Brother Eells,
. under such circumstances, us an act of unkindness towards the Presbytery of Baltimore,
~—as not conforming lo our blessed Saviour’s rule, of “duing unto others, as we would
that they should do unto us.” = We protest,

“3dly. Beecause, we believe, that such a precedent has a tendency to encourage others .

‘to pursue, and to persist in, a shnilar course;—to the scandal of religion, and to the dis-
\ grace of this body. 7
1 “For these reagons, and also, to the end, that future generations may not charge us
; \’\ “with the toleration of the offence herein tefeired to, we, the undersigned, claim the privi-
= lege of entering this, our solemn Protest, on the Records of this Preshytery.
e “ARCH’D SMITH, Minist
(Signed) “COLIN MclIVER, § e
“ALEX'R LEACH, Ruling Elder.
6.5 olved, That the Minutes of the present Sessions, be printed, in pamphlet form.
 The Rev’d Adam Gilebrist, and Messrs. Barge and Martine were appointed a com=
- mitteg to carry this resolution into effect; and to devise a plan for causing the sale of the
Minuted, when printed, to defray the expenses thereof. :
o« Resolved, That the thanks of this Presbytery be given to the families composing the
congregation of St. Paul’s Church, for their kindness and hospitality to its members, du=
Ting the present Sessions, ;
- Adjou ed,'to meet, at Union Church, in the Comnty of Moaore, and State of North
- Carolifia, on Thursday, the 30th of October next, at 12 o’cloels, M. ! :
Copeluded with:Prayer, and the Apostolie Benedietion. WS




